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Overview

1. UN Environment / Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) 

2. State of the Environment and Development (SoED) Reports

3. EcAp Roadmap Implementation: socio-economic dimension and 
CORESA 

4. Key findings

5. MAP instruments and policies dealing with ESA: MSSD 2016-2025, 
SCP Action Plan…

6. On-going: Quality Status Report (chapter on Cross-cutting and 
horizontal issues)

7. Perspective: Towards SoED Report (2019) and a new prospective study 
(MED2050)



UN Environment/Mediterranean Action 
Plan (MAP)-Barcelona Convention 
Regional governance framework gathering the 21 
Mediterranean countries and EU.



MAP Coordinating Unit (Athens) and 
Components
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From MAP Phase I to MAP Phase II

• 1975 - Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) Phase I as the institutional framework for 
cooperation in addressing common challenges of marine environmental degradation: 

– assess and control pollution, 

– formulate regional and national marine environmental policies. 

• However, socio-economic trends, poor management and planning of development, 
find themselves at the root of most environmental problems… 

• Consequently, the MAP’s focus widened gradually from a sectoral approach to 
pollution control to integrated coastal zone planning and management, as their prime 
directive for solutions.

• 1995: MAP Phase II, taking into consideration sustainable development principles 
(Bruntland, 1987) and environmental protection policies at the international level 
(Rio, 1992).



A series of State of the Environment and 
Development (SoED) Reports

2005 2009 2012

Towards a new SoED to be published in 2019, 
and a new foresight analysis and prospective study (MED2050) …



Environment and Development Outlook 
(2005-SoED – Prospective report)

Alternative scenarios to 
change the Future until 2025 

Call to Action

Baseline scenario until 2025 -
Risks: 

• North/South disparities

• Internal divisions

• Environmental degradation

6 themes (sectors & areas) echoing the 
7 priority fields of action of the MSSD
Water
 Energy
 Transport
 Urban Areas
 Rural Areas
 Coastal Areas (and Tourism)



Ecosystem Approach Project –
EcAp Governance Structure
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Summary  of the EcAp
Governance Structure

COR-MON
Subgroups
B.Div & Fisheries 
Pollution & Litter
Coast & Hydrography

COP

BUREAU

EcAp CG

COR GEST
Subgroups
B.Div & Fisheries 
Pollution & Litter
Coast & Hydrography

COR-ESA

Coordination support by 
U

N
EP/M

AP CU
 and its 

com
ponents

The Correspondence 
Group on Economic and 
Social Analysis (COR 
ESA) is composed of 
national experts and 
invited experts.

COR ESA develops a 
socio-economic analysis 
of marine ecosystems 
uses, focusing on 
priority sectors such as 
fisheries, aquaculture, 
maritime transport, 
recreational activities, 
and oil industry and 
offshore. 




Summary  of the EcAp Governance Structure

COR-MON

Subgroups

B.Div & Fisheries 

Pollution & Litter

Coast & Hydrography

COP

BUREAU

EcAp CG

COR GEST

Subgroups

B.Div & Fisheries 

Pollution & Litter

Coast & Hydrography

COR-ESA



Coordination support by UNEP/MAP CU and its components
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Economic and Social Analysis –
The approach

Two aspects: 
1. ESA of the uses of coastal and marine waters. Assessing their economic and social 

importance
2. Costs of Degradation. The welfare foregone, reflecting the reduction in the value of the 

ecosystem services provided compared to another state.



Regional and Sub-regional Analysis –
Objectives and Method

 Develop a socioeconomic analysis of 
marine ecosystem uses within the 
Mediterranean region, and assess them at 
sub-regional level 
 Method: Marine Water Accounts Approach, 

adaptation of the EC ESA WG guidance;
 Focus on priority sectors; 
 Ecosystem services (assessment); 
 Marine water accounts.

 Evaluate costs of degradation for human 
wealth in the absence of the 
implementation of the relevant actions 
plans and programmes of measures 
aiming to achieve or maintain GES 
 Method: EC ESA WG guidance, scoping study to 

recommend the most suitable approach; 
 Ecosystem approach; 
 Thematic approach; 
 Cost-based approach. 



ESA of the use of the coastal and marine 
water in the Mediterranean (Report)

Fisheries:
Fishing effort
Landing statistics
Exports and imports

Aquaculture
Production
Number of Farms

Tourism
International & domestic arrivals

Maritime Transport
Ports
Nb vessels
Fleet deadweigh tonnage
Transport of goods & passengers

Offshore extraction of oil and gas
Oil production
Gas production
Active and projected fields

 Introduction to the sector’s general context

 Regional analysis

 Sub-regional analysis

 Future trends

 Environmental impacts



Environmental Impacts on Marine and 
Coastal Ecosystems - Synthesis

Ecological Objectives
(EO)

Fisheries Aquaculture
Tourism and 
Recreational

Activities
Maritime transport

Offshore extraction 
of oil and gas

Fishing activity, 
bycatches and 

discards

Coastal dev. and 
construction of 

infrastructure and 
Recreation

Presence of 
structures and 
operations &  

Marine pollution

EO1 Biological diversity X X X X X

EO2 Non - indigenous 
species X X X X

EO3 Commercial 
species X X X

EO4 Food webs X

EO5 Eutrophication X X X

EO6 Sea - floor X X X X X

EO7 Hydrographic 
conditions X X X X

EO8 Coastal areas's
natural dynamics X X

EO9 Contaminants X X X X X
EO10 Marine Litter X X X X X
EO11 Noise X X X X



Overall results

• Coastal Tourism: High economic and social impacts
• Fishing, Aquaculture: Relatively high social impacts (employment generators)
• Offshore Oil and Gas Industry and Maritime Transport: High economic impacts, low 

contribution to employment 

 Tourism is by far the most important sector. Tourism is a driver of various pressures, 
while at the same time is affected by all the negative cumulative impacts of all 
environmental pressures.

Total revenues: 360 billion Euros 

Total GVA: 190 billion Euros

Total jobs: 4,2 million jobs.

0 % 20 % 40 % 60 % 80 % 100 %

Employment

GVA

Production Value

5%3%

1%

1%

78%

72%

70%

13%

14%

20%

1%

12%

9%

Fisheries Aquaculture Tourism Maritime Transport Offshore exploitation of oil and gas



Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable 
Development (MSSD)

• 2005 - Initial version of the MSSD: 

• An integrative policy framework for a sustainable Mediterranean 
region and the deployment of NSSDs, 

• A regional response to the global agenda (MDGs, Agenda 21, 
Euro-Med Partnership…) 

• 2016 - Adoption of the MSSD 2016-2025: 

• A strategic guiding document for all stakeholders and partners to 
translate the 2030 Agenda at the regional, sub-regional and 
national levels 

• An adaptation of international commitments to regional 
conditions, in the context of the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs.



Vision: A prosperous and 
peaceful Mediterranean region in 
which people enjoy a high quality 
of life and where sustainable 
development takes place within 
the carrying capacity of healthy 
ecosystems. 

“Investing in environmental sustainability to 
achieve social and economic development”

The Strategy aims at linking effectively the need to protect the 
environment and natural resources to economic development 
and employment. 
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Linking the objectives of the MSSD 2016-
2025 to the SDGs

MSSD Objectives UN-SDGs

1. Ensuring sustainable development in marine and coastal areas 

2. Promoting resource management, food production and food 
security through sustainable forms of rural development 

3. Planning and managing sustainable Mediterranean cities 

4. Addressing climate change as a priority issue for the Mediterranean 

5. Transition towards a green and blue economy 

6. Improving governance in support of sustainable development 



Food, Fisheries  
and Agriculture

Goods 
Manufacturing

Tourism Housing & 
Construction

51 suggested actions and related regional activities 

• 4 consumption and
production priority
areas

• 12 operative 
objectives

Endorsed by the CPs in Feb. 2016 Timeframe: 2016 – 2027    Covers all Mediterranean countries  

SCP Action Plan for the Mediterranean

3 Strategic objectives



Mandate of the 2017 Quality Status Report (QSR)

Decision IG.22/7: Integrated Monitoring 
and Assessment Programme of the 

Mediterranean Sea and Coast and Related 
Assessment Criteria

[19th Meeting of the Contracting Parties of 
the Barcelona Convention

“The 2017 Status Quality Report will be based 
on the common indicators, and common 

indicator assessment fact sheets established 
for them, following a model to be developed 

by the Secretariat in cooperation with the 
Contracting Parties through CORMONs by the 
end of 2016, and will consider the data from 

the most recent national monitoring and 
relevant scientific projects and pilots 
undertaken relevant to the IMAP.”

Decision IG.22/10: Programme of Work 
and Budget 2016–2017

[19th Meeting of the Contracting Parties 
of the Barcelona Convention]

Output 1.4.1: “Periodic assessments 
based on DPSIR approach and published 

addressing inter alia status quality of 
marine and coastal environment … ”

Specific Output 1.4.1.2: “Prepare and 
publish Quality Status Report (QSR) based 

on MAP EcAp-based EOs and related 
common indicators”

Decision IG.21/3:  on the Ecosystems 
Approach including adopting definitions 
of Good Environmental Status (GES) and 

targets 

[18th Meeting of the Contracting Parties of 
the Barcelona Convention]



IMAP: From data to assessment

Indicator Guidance factsheets (2016)

Revision of National Monitoring Programmes

Revised templates for data and meta-data 
(2016-2017) 

IMAP Data Reporting System (2016-2017)

Data Assessments to feed into future QSRs



2017 QSR Assessment Findings:  Plan Bleu inputs
for cross-cutting and horizontal issues
STATUS:    
 Most of the data on the socio-

economic and environmental issues 
are available for the national level. 

 Most of the data is extracted from 
international databases of the UN 
System. 

GAPS: 
 For the data for the sea and coastal 

issues, more researches are still 
needed

 Data should exist in the national and 
local sources (institutions, 
universities, etc.) not easily available

 The contribution of the national  
institutions/experts could be very 
useful for completing the data gaps

 These gaps should be filled for the 
SoED 2019 report 

 For some issues (Waste, water and 
industrial emissions), the SEIS project 
will be very helpful 

Coastal Risk Index 

Population density

Major Mediterranean cities 
(more than 100 000 inhabitants) 

Some examples 
for the Coastal level

The detailed sources are
available in the QSR 



A specific chapter on Socioeconomic characteristics of the 
Mediterranean

Population in the Mediterranean countries 
(100 inhabitants) (Source UN WPP 2015)

Gross Domestic Product (World Bank)

• The Mediterranean basin is characterized by strong N/S socioeconomic disparities. 

• While population development in the north is almost stagnant, strong population growth 
in the SEMCs results in overexploitation of natural resources. SEMCs are rapidly urbanizing. 

• In 2015, the average income per capita in the South and East Mediterranean countries is 
2.5 times lower than the average income in the EU Mediterranean countries. 



A specific chapter on Socioeconomic characteristics of the 
Mediterranean

• Approximately one third of the Mediterranean population is concentrated along its coastal 
regions. Around 40% of the total coastal zone estimated to be under some form of artificial 
land cover. Close to 100% of the population in the coastal region reside in urban localities.

• Mediterranean coastal areas are threatened by construction of buildings and infrastructure 
needed to sustain residential, tourism, commercial, and transport activities. 

• About 1 600 cities (more than 10 000 inhabitants) with around 100 million inhabitants are 
located in the Mediterranean coastal regions.

Population density of the Med coastal regions Major Mediterranean cities



Recent development…
• Updated Action Plan on Pollution (Art. 5 and 

11 of LBS Protocol)
• Methodology developed to cover socio-

economic aspects
• Cost-benefit analysis implemented to the 

extent possible 
• NAP investment component identified and 

prioritized 
• Costs of regional plan assessed to support 

identification of national measures



Thank you

www.unepmap.org

Julien LE TELLIER
UN Environment/MAP

Julien.Letellier@unep.org
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